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Executive Summary

Research on Opinions on Sustainable Grassroot Economic Development Policy

Objectives

To conduct research on opinions on sustainable grassroot economic development
policy and to propose a suitable guideline that would promote sustainable grassroot economic
development for processed agriculture-based communities, for community tourism and for

community industry.

Methodology

1. Research Site: This research shall collect data from 8 provinces in 4 regions. The data
will be collected from 24 grassroot economic groups in processed agriculture-based
communities, community tourism and community industry.

2. Research Tools: 1) Questionnaire on demography, external environmental factors,
internal environmental factors, operation procedures and operation outcomes; 2) Group
discussions to extract group lessons on grassroot economic development for community

industry, community tourism and processed agriculture in communities.

Data Analysis

1. Analyzing data from questionnaires; quantitative research; processing and analyzing
data for statistical calculation from data collected to be proposed; descriptive analysis and
inferential statistics analysis; using analysis to reference statistics on population group using t-
test and One-Wat ANOVA and Multiple Regression Analysis.

2. Analyze data from group discussions via content analysis. This is to analyze data
from extracted from various groups in communities through group discussions. The data will
then be analyzed for various factors that affect the groups’ operations, operation procedures,
operation outcomes, good practice guideline, group administration proposal, and policy

proposal to further the design of grassroot economic development.

Research Outcome

Research on opinions on sustainable grassroot economic development policy. 1)

Research from community groups in grassroot economic development works on processed
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agriculture, community tourism, community industry, comprise of external environment
factors, internal environment factors, operation procedures and operation outcomes. The
questionnaires are collected from 24 groups in 8 provinces including Lamphun, Pitsanulok,
Loei, Saraburi, Suphanburi, Phattalung and Nakhon Si Thammarat ; 2) Extracting group lessons
in community, study the grassroot economic development works on processed agriculture,
community tourism, community industry. The extraction is from group discussions of 12 groups
in 4 provinces including Lamphun, Loei, Saraburi and Nakhon Si Thammarat. The research

outcome is as follows:
1. Research outcome on opinions on sustainable grassroot economic development policy

Research outcome on data collection using questionnaires on external environmental factors,

internal factors, operation procedures and operation outcome can be summarize as follows:

1) External environment factors that affect overall group success on 1) culture. This
includes community knowledge, community wisdom and community expert promotion as well
as identity-based community product development promotion that affect group operations;
2) current events such as stimulating the economy by new form of activities including organic
market, preservation market, retro market, community tourism, vocational promotion,
environmental promotion, product/innovation development promotion, online market
promotion, business knowledge promotion, administration, production, marketing and

accounting system.

2) Internal factors that affect the success of the group’s operation on 1) group leaders
with knowledge, understanding and competency in group development; 2) In communities,
there are “community capital” that promotes group development including natural resources/
local materials, cultures and traditions and local knowledge, local wisdom, community

experts.

3) Operation procedures including 1) groups have operation procedures on
communication, building sustainable knowledge such as branding, making soods and products
memorable; 2) operation procedures on community knowledge and knowledge promotion for

the benefits of further development such as accumulating knowledge, using knowledge for
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further development and utilization, public relations, publicize and transfer of knowledge and

lesson extraction and summary.

4) Outcomes of groups’ operations that affect members and the community including
1) better household relationships; 2) community members are content; 3) household income

increases; 4) income distribution in the community.

5) Operation procedures that affect the groups’ operation outcomes are 1) building
community knowledge and community knowledge and knowledge promotion for the benefits
of further development such as accumulating knowledge, using knowledge for further
development and utilization, public relations, publicize and transfer of knowledge and lesson
extraction and summary; 2) Administration including operation planning, risk analysis on

operations, reducing costs and profit searching.

2. Research outcome on opinions on sustainable grassroot economic development policy
classify by groups in a community working on grassroots economic development on

processed agriculture, community tourism, community industry as follows:
Processed agriculture

1) External environment factors comprises of 1) legal including promotion and support
on the groups’ operation and providing knowledge and understanding on community
enterprise from the public sector; 2) politics including development and promotion policy from
public sector, development and promotion policy from public sector that support the creation
of groups’ network and strength; 3) social including promotion and support on the groups’
operations on research and innovation development; 4) culture including promotion of
identity-based community product development; and 5) architecture including stimulating the
economy by new form of activities including organic market, preservation market, retro market,
community tourism, vocational promotion, environmental promotion, product/innovation
development promotion, online market promotion, business knowledge promotion,

administration, production, marketing and accounting system.

2) Internal factors comprise of group leaders with knowledge and competency in group

development. In communities there are community capital that promotes group development
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such as natural resources, community raw materials and cultures and tradition and groups with

administration and development skills and further developing the group.

3) Operation procedures comprise of communication to create sustainable awareness
including branding, making goods and products memorable, marketing, searching marketing

channels and administration, operation planning.

4) Operational outcome comprises of household with more income, better household

relationship, income distribution in the community and community members are content.

5) Operations that affect the groups’ operation outcomes comprise of building
community knowledge and promoting knowledge for utilization and communication for

sustainable awareness.
Community Tourism

1) External environment factors comprises of 1) legal including promotion and support
on the groups’ operation and providing knowledge and understanding on community
enterprise from the public sector; 2) politics including development and promotion policy from
public sector, development and promotion policy from public sector that support the creation
of groups’ network and strength; 3) social including promotion and support on the groups’
operations on research and innovation development; 4) culture including promotion of
community knowledge, local wisdom and local expert; and 5) current events including
environmental promotion, promoting vocational skills, stimulating the economy by new form

of activities including organic market, preservation market, retro market, community tourism.

2) Internal factors comprise of creating community capital to promote groups’
development such as natural resources, local raw materials, cultures and tradition, knowledge

and wisdom, local experts and knowledgeable group leaders, ability to develop groups.

3) Operation procedures comprise of communication to create sustainable awareness
including branding, making goods and products memorable, marketing, searching marketing

channels and administration, operation planning.
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4) Operation outcomes comprise of better household relationship, family members are

content, better relationship of community members.

5) Procedures that affect the groups’ operation outcomes comprise of community
knowledge and knowledge promotion for utilization, communication to create sustainable

awareness, accessing production factors.
Community Industry

1) 1) External environment factors comprises of 1) legal including promotion and
support on the groups’ operation and providing knowledge and understanding on community
enterprise from the public sector; 2) politics including development and promotion policy from
public sector, development and promotion policy from public sector that support the creation
of groups’ network and strength; 3) social including promotion and support on the groups’
operations on research and innovation development; 4) culture including promotion of
community knowledge, local wisdom and local expert, and 5) current events including
environmental promotion, promoting vocational skills, promotion product and innovation

development.

2) Internal factors comprise of knowledgeable group leaders, ability to develop groups,
available community capitals to promote group development such as natural resources, local
raw materials, collaborative groups, linking with groups or organizations, and groups with

administrative abilities.

3) Operation procedures comprise of building community knowledge and promoting
knowledge for further development such as using knowledge for further development

utilization and gathering knowledge.

4) Operation outcomes comprise of household with more income, better household

relationship, strong community economy and community members are content.

5) Procedures that affect the groups’ operation outcomes comprise of community

knowledge and knowledge promotion for utilization, marketing, accessing production factors,
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communication that enables sustainable awareness (i.e. branding, making goods and products

memorable), administration (i.e. operation planning).

3. Research outcome on opinions on sustainable grassroot economic development
policy through lesson extraction from groups in a community working on grassroots
economic development on processed agriculture, community tourism, community

industry as follows:
Processed Agriculture

1. External environment factors comprise of 1) Policies and measures on promoting
community enterprise to drive grassroot economy and supporting and accessing capital
sources; 2) public sector agencies (ex. Community Development Department, provincial
industry offices, provincial commercial offices, Food and Drug Administration (FDA)) providing
support on goods standard and product development, marketing, community product
distribution and research and development; 3) technology has a role in online public relations

and online marketing.

2. Internal factors comprise of 1) community capitals such as cultural capital, local
natural resources capital; 2) community leaders have roles in group administration; 3)
community networking, groupings within the community with specific roles of exchanging
knowledge as well as production and marketing collaboration; 4) development of activities,
having knowledge and skill in product development, learning and transfer of knowledge to the

community.

3. Operation procedures comprise of 1) accessing production factors, availability of
local resources, raw materials and workforce; 2) receiving knowledge, local wisdom,
community learning process and knowledge promotion from external agencies to enable
product development and innovation; 4) administration, coordination, public relations,

marketing, branding, ¢oods trade center, learning enter.

4. Operation outcomes comprise of 1) creating jobs and occupations, creating income
for community members; 2) strong community economy, income-based capital and savings,

community working capital, help and support within the community.
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Community Tourism

1. External environment factors comprise of 1) policies and measures on promotion,
promoting community enterprise in driving grassroot economy and policy on community
tourism; 2) supporting agencies such as Community Development Department, Department of
Industry Promotion, Bank for Agriculture and Agriculture, Local Administrative Organization
(LAO), private agencies; 3) Education institutes have roles in providing knowledge, research and
community data studies, and creating databases; 4) community tourism trend and community

livelihood.

2. Internal factors comprise of 1) community capital, cultural capital, community
livelihood, natural resources and environment capital; 2) community leaders have roles in
driving forward the community, act as knowledge provider and providing sacrifice, have creative
ideas and positive visionary; 3) community networking, collaborative networking in community
activities, activity expansion, activity development; 4) activity development, product

development through local wisdom, community culture and community resources.

3. Operation procedures comprise of 1) accessing production factors, availability of
natural resources, culture capital, livelihood capital and human resources capital, local expert;
2) creating community knowledge, supporting and promoting knowledge on community
tourism, servicing, homestay, tourism activities and local capital-based community products,
2) community product, goods production, tourism activities, community learmning sources,

information publication and learning and sharing.

4. Operation outcomes comprise of 1) increase in household income due to
community activities and community products; 2) strong community economy, gaining income,
saving money, and availability of capitals; 3) relationship of community members regarding
public activities, groupings, role distribution, help and support, and love toward one’s

hometown; 4) community enterprise, savings, and community welfare fund.
Community Industry

1. External environment factors comprise 1) policies and measures on promotion,

development of capabilities to compete in knowledge-based industry, creativity and local
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wisdom as well as support of source of money; 2) supporting agencies such as public sector
(i.e. Community Development Department, Department of Industry Promotion, Education

Institute and business sector).

2. Internal factors comprise of 1) community capital, culture capital, resource capital,
human capital; 2) group administration, exchanging ideas, planning; 3) community network,
community activity network such as community enterprise network, community tourism
network, operation network, and marketing network; 4) activity development, applying

technologies, creating product standards, product development.

3. Operation procedures comprise of 1) accessing production factors, availability of
tools, raw materials and local resources; 2) knowledge, transfer of knowledge from previous
generations, learning and developing, creativity resulted from community knowledge; 3)
creating communication, awareness and public relations, online public relations, participating

in goods trade shows, online marketing, distributing to field study guests and OTOP centers.

4) Operation outcomes comprise of 1) households have income, income from
products, employment, selling raw materials for goods production; 2) strong community
economy, community members have income, enabling working capital, less dependent of
external factors; 3) community enterprise, dividends from groups’ income, compensations,

savings, and group member insurance.
Proposal

The following proposal on guideline that would promote sustainable grassroot
economic development and proposal on utilizing research outcome is based on the research

on the opinions on sustainable grassroot economic development policy.

Part 1. Proposal on guideline that would promote sustainable grassroot economic

development

The following is the proposal on guideline that would promote sustainable grassroot
economic development for local processed agriculture, community tourism and community

industry.
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Local Processed Agriculture

Promoting and supporting grassroots economic development for local processed

agriculture comprises of the following guidelines:

1. Promoting external environment factors comprise of 1) policies on development
and promotion from public sector; 2) innovation research and development; 3) business

knowledge promotion; 4) economy-stimulating activities.

2. Promoting internal factors comprise of 1) community leaders; 2) community capitals;

3) local product development.

3. Promotion of operation procedures comprises of 1) sustainable awareness

communication; 2) administration; 3) knowledge and knowledge utilization.

4. Setting goals for operation outcomes comprise of 1) creating jobs and income in the
community; 2) promoting relationship among households and community; 3) strong

community economy; 4) community members are happy.
Community Tourism

Promoting and supporting grassroots economic development for tourism community

comprises of the following guidelines:

1. Promoting external environment factors comprise of 1) policies on development
and promotion from public sector agencies, education institutes and private sectors; 2)
innovation research and development; 3) promotion of knowledge; 4) environment promotion

and preservation; 4) tourism community trends.

2. Promoting internal factors comprise of 1) community leaders; 2) community capitals;

3) community networks; 4) expanding and development activities.

3. Promotion of operation procedures comprises of 1) production factors; 2) sustainable
awareness communication; 3) development of activities and community products; 4)

knowledge and knowledge utilization.
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4. Setting outcome goals comprise of 1) creating income in the community; 2)
promoting household and community relationships; 3) strong economic community; 4)

community members are content.
Community Industry

Promoting and supporting grassroots economic development for community industry

comprises of the following guidelines:

1. Promoting external environment factors comprise of 1) policies on development
and promotion from public sector and private sector agencies; 2) innovation research and
development; 3) promotion of knowledge, local wisdom and local experts; 4) promotion of

product development and innovation.

2. Promoting internal factors comprise of 1) community leaders; 2) community capitals;

3) community participation.

3. Promotion of operation procedures comprises of 1) accessing production factors; 2)

marketing; 3) knowledge and knowledge utilization.

4. Setting outcome goals comprise of 1) creating jobs and income in the community;

2) strong economic community; 3) community welfare.
Part 2. Proposal on research outcome utilization

Grassroots economic development through the strengthening of community economy
and the capability to compete and sustainably self-reliance leading to eradicating poverty,
disparity and inequality. As such, this research proposes the following research utilization

approaches that would enable sustainable grassroots economic development.
1. Community capability development

Community capacity development by education institutes in collaboration with the
community by way of gathering community data, community knowledge, community learning
process and community innovation. Such data will serve as a database for community capacity

development and enables future community economic developments.
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2. Community Empowerment

To enable community empowering, agencies from public sector, private sector and
local administrative organization have the role in developing knowledge and skills to empower

the community in developing its economy sustainably.
3. Community Learning Process Promotion

In order to promote community learning process, the community needs to be
stimulated, promoted and supported to enable learning process, learning process
development and learning components (i.e. providing knowledge, supporting community
knowledge, set up discussion forum, creating a space for community learning, set up
community learning center or information center to gather community’s historical records,
wisdoms and crucial information) that serves as a base for driving forward community

economic development that results in the creation of strengthened community economy.
4. Community Knowledge Promotion

Promoting community knowledge by searching for any existing knowledge in the
community. Such knowledge is then gathered and distributed for further development and
adaptation. This is going in line with gaining addition knowledge on administration, technology

and research.
5. Development of community economy mechanism

The development of community economy mechanism is done by developing the
capacity of community leaders, groups and networks into a integral mechanism for grassroots

economic development moving forward.
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