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ENGLISH WRITING PRINCIPLES

BASIC SENTENCE PATTERNS

+ EXERCISE 



Basic sentence patterns
1 Subject + transitive verb 

1.1 Subject + verb + object  She bought a lot of books. 
1.2 (A) Subject + verb + direct object + to + indirect object  He gave money to his mother. 

(B) Subject + verb + indirect object + direct object         He gave his mother money.
2 Subject + intransitive verb

2.1 Subject + intransitive verb Farinda slept. 
2.2 Subject + intransitive verb + adverb/prepositional phrase      Farinda slept in a class.

3 Subject + linking verb + complement 
3.1Subject + linking verb + adjective    I am smart. 
3.2 Subject + linking verb + noun         I am a lecturer. 
3.3 Subject + linking verb (v to be) + adverb of place I am here. 
3.4 Subject + linking verb (v to be) + prepositional phrase    I am in a classroom. 

4 Subject + verb + object +object complement     We call Peter a great leader. 
5.There is / There are      There is a pretty girl in this school.       There are many big houses in Yala.  
6 Here is / Here are Here is a books.      Here are a lot of books. 



EXERCISE





Exercise: Construct different patterns of basic sentences from the above pictures.

1.1 …………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
1.2 (A) …………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

(B) …………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
2.1 ไม่ตอ้งท ำ
2.2 ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
3.1 ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
3.2 ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
3.3 ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
3.4 ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
4 ไม่ตอ้งท ำ
5. ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
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To go

To cook

Be

Have

Do

Go

Cook

Being

Having

Doing

Going

Cooking

Is/am/are

Have/has

Do/does

Go (Goes)

Cook (cooks)

Was/were

Had

Did

Went

Cooked

Been

Had 

Done

Gone

Cooked

non-finite verb finite verb





SENTENCE COMPONENTS

Subject

 The subject can be : 

 1 noun/noun phrase/noun clause

 2 Pronoun

 3 Infinitive/Infinitive phrase  

 4 Gerund/ Gerund phrase

Subject 

 1 Simple subject (one word)

 a common noun (Boys, Girls, Teachers, Parents)

 a proper noun (Fatimoh, Alice, Davika)

 a personal pronoun (I, You, We, They, He, She, It)

 an indefinite pronoun (Someone, Something, Nobody)

 2 Phrase (group of words) 

 noun phrase  This American President… , A poor boy

 infinitive phrase  To live in a cave alone …, To work hard…

 gerund phrase  Collecting stamps…, Planting trees…

 3 Compound subject (two subjects are combined by 
coordinating conjunctions and correlative conjunction) 

 -A man and a woman…, - Not only the man but 
also his wife…

 -Both swimming and jogging… -Neither love nor 
hatred …


