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Abstract Paticcasamuppada: Stages of attaining the truth and using it to solve
social problem, as taught by Buddha

Bunjob Baunaruji
Associate Fellow of the Academy of Moral and Political Sciences,

The Royal Institute, Thailand

The Paticcasamuppada (The Dependent Origination) is a process to
investigate a suffering or a problem, the factors of which are systematically and
gradually revealed therein. To investigate those leads to realize the problem and its
cause. Through the realization, the suffering or the problem is made easy to be solved.
According to the history of Buddhism, The Paticcasamuppada was, after the Buddha’s
Supreme Enlightenment and before teaching, transformed by the Buddha himself
into the Four Noble Truths; that is; Suffering, the Cause of Suffering, the Cessation
of Suffering, and the Way to the Cessation of Suffering. The transformation was for
the sake of the Buddha’s teaching and for listeners’ understanding and it was made
easier, placing effect prior to cause. The above-mentioned method is seen to solve a
personal problem, but it can be applied to solve the problems of organizations, societies

and nations, too.

keywords: Paticcasamuppada, the Four Noble Truths, two divisions, problem solving.





