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Abstract 

The paper focuses on the use of social media in the process of acquisition of the second language (L2) or foreign language learning 
(FLL), namely, English in university students. Recently, we have seen a dramatic change in favour of distance learning due to the 
COVID-19 pandemics, therefore, it could be useful to analyse the impact of social media in FLL as they have been used much 
more now. It is a study summarizing the most important findings of the most recent research into the impact of social media on L2 
acquisition from the psycholinguistic perspective. The paper analyses data from research papers as they appear in Scopus and Web 
of Science databases in the past ten years (i.e. 2010-2020). The purpose of the study is to describe the current research findings, to 
analyse their importance, to compare the most important data, and to look for further development of the psycholinguistics of L2. 
Its primary intention is to look into the acquisition of L2, particularly English as a second language (ESL) in the younger generation, 
i.e., Generation Z of current university students. It also attempts to highlight both the advantages and disadvantages of using social 
media in L2 acquisition and therefore to highlight future strategies regarding FLL in university education. The current research in 
this area provides us with overtly optimistic results in FLL with the assistance of social media, however, the paper claims that the 
situation of utilizing social media in FLL needs further investigation and analysis, mainly from the psycholinguistic point of view. 
The current COVID-19 situation makes us aware that the impact of social media will increase due to social distancing. 
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1. Introduction 
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Table 1. Number of articles in Scopus 2010-2020. 

2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 
0 18 17 10 17 23 28 38 58 67 61 

 
 
Out of these, there are 78 open access articles and all of them were analysed. These are articles based on 
their country of author affiliation: USA (16), Malaysia (9), Canada 7, Netherlands 6, Italy5, Belgium 4, 
France 4, Germany 4, Indonesia 4, United Kingdom 4. The number of citations is not relevant as the most 
recent documents will not naturally be cited as many times as the older ones. WoS generated with the same 
collocations of keywords in titles, abstract, author keywords, and keywords plus generated 929 results 
(open access articles, 2010-2020, excluding conferences).  

Table 2. Number of articles in WoS 2010-2020. 

2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 
18 17 17 30 30 115 129 151 172 180 170 

 
The scientific areas mostly represented are Linguistics (374), Education, educational research (352), 
Language and linguistics (207), Psychology experimental (86), psychology multidisciplinary (60), 
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neuroscience (47), multidisciplinary sciences (23), social sciences interdisciplinary 22, and others with less 
than 20 entries. 

Table �. �eo�rap�ical �istribution of t�e articles. 

�	� �� 	���� ������� ����� ���������
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185 137 107 57 45 43 34 33 30 24 
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